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1. SAM. VII. 12. 


tt And be called the name thereof Eben-Ezer, 
ſaying hitherto bath the Lord belped us.” 


HE Chriſtian-world, like the tribes of 
Iſrael, are called upon to conſider the 
providential goodneſs of God, as well as all 
the wonders of divine grace. Repeatedly we 
find in the ſacred annals, that God's prophets 
excited the people to recollect the great things 
he had wrought not only in nature, but in pro- 
vidence and grace. Days of ſignal deliverance 
were appointed to be. celebrated through all 
their land, in order to praiſe God, as the fount 
of mercy and as the author of all their bleſſings. 
So real believers to the end of time are called 
upon to conſider, and thankfully to acknow- 
ledge the goodnefs of the great benefactor, in 
the revelation of divine prophecies, promiſes _ 
deliverances and mercies. The fifth of No. 
* vember 


( 4) 
vember is ſet apart by the Britiſh nation to ac- 
knowledge the interpoſition of Providente, in 
fruſtrating one of the moſt horrid deſigns that 


could enter the heart of man. But what is it 


that popery, the ſource of murder, deſttuct ion 
and rapine, hath not deſigned and too often 
executed? To read the hiſtory of Europe, 
and Robertſon's hiſtory of America, is alarm- 
ing to our feelings, where accounts the moſt 
dreadful are preſented, of ſlaughter by ſword 
and faggot, and ten thouſand infernal methods 
beſide. Well might Britain ſet up her Eben - Ezer 
and command the memorial of this day. The 
conſideration of our text will lead us to apply it, 
I. To Iſrael literally, 

II. To the church of God collectively, and 
believers individually. 

III. To the Britiſn nation in deliverance from 
popery in three diſtinct periods of time, which 
will lead us, 

IV. To briefly review the riſe of popery, 
her reign, character, decline and end. 

V. To conſider the conſequent thereof. 

I. Take a view of the text as applicable to 
the ancient people of Iſrael. | 

Many peculiar deliverances had God wrought 


for this nation, but they too often relapſed into 
| and 
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fin and revolted from their due allegiance to the 
Lord of glory. From the author of their 


- mercies, who had been to them the fountain of 


living waters and the rock of ſalvation in ſea- 
ſons of the greateſt calamity, In their conduct 
we view our own portrait in all their treaſons 
and apoſtacies. If we duly conſider our in- 
gratitude to the greateſt benefactor, who daily 
loadeth us with his benefits, we ſhall ſee no oc- 
caſion to throw a ſtone at them. Samuel, the 
prophet of the Lord, was raiſed up to be an 
inſtrument in the divine hand, to promote an 
extenſive revival of religion. Iſrael acknow- 


' ledged their fin againſt the Lord, and ſought 


for pardon of their fins, peace for their ſouls, 
and ſalvation for their country; from an in- 
vading foe, even the hoſt of the warlike Phi- 
liſtines. Samuel, the man of God, joined in 
their fervent ſupplication; the Lord heard him, 
and proved, what he ever has been, the hearer 
and anſwerer of prayer. How often does ſacred 
hiſtory by pious men, inform us, that great has 
been the effect of believing fervent prayer; or 
that the prayer of faith hath ſubdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, ſtop- 
ped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence 
of fire, eſcaped the edge of the ſword, in weak - 
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neſs made ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, and 

turned to flight whole armies. Heb. xi. 33. 
How ſtrong the proof in the context ! while 
Samuel was offering ſacrifice before the Lord 
in holy prayer; the enemy drew near to battle 
the Lord appeared for Iſrael in anſwer to prayer, 
it is ſaid verſe the 1oth. © But the Lord thun- 
dered with a great thunder on that day upon the 
Philiſtines, and diſcomfited them, ſo that they 
were ſmitten before Iſracl.” Infidels aſcribe all 
things to chance, or ſecond cauſes ; but Chriſtians 
are called to vietu God's hand, in providentially 
bringing the counſels of the heathen to nought, 
and making their devices of none effect. Hence 
the deſtruction of Pharaoh and his hoſt is 
aſcribed. to the Lord, and it is ſaid the Lord 
ſmote Jehoram, that he died with grievgus diſ- 
orders. Sennacherib, with his gumerous army, 
confirm our obſervation. In the narratidn of 
the hiſtoric fa& in the chapter, we are informed, 
that Iſrael purſued and ſmote the Philiſtines ; 
the piety of Samuel led him to ſet up a pillar of 
remembrance for Iſrael's acknowledgment, af 
the Lord's providential dealings in the peculiar 
deliverance wrought for a diſobedient people. 
He ſet up a pillar of ſtone and called it Eben- 
Ezer, that is the ſtone of help, ſaying Hitherto 
hath 


his hand, to praiſe and honour him in return, 


Fai 
hath the Lord helped us. Hence we learn that 
God's mercies ſhould lead us to acknowledge 


by obedience of aftion and ſubmiſſion of will 
under all diſpenſations, | 

II, The text is applicable to the church of 
God collectively and believers individually. 

1. By the church of God, we mean the 
faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, who have repentance 
towards God and faith in the divine Saviour; 
or ſuch who, convinced of rebellion againſt God 
by ſin, flee for refuge to Chriſt as the hope ſet 
before them, they credit his teſtimony, that he 
is the only Saviour able, faithful and willing, 
to ſave believing ſinners. Therefore they com- 
mit their ſouls unto his care and keeping, and 
truſt in him for ſalvation, pardon and peace 
they rely on him for righteouſneſs to cloth, 
blood to cleanſe, and grace to ſave their ſouls 
from all evil, and eſpecially from the curſe, 
guilt and power of ſin; theſe as the conſequent 
of eternal love and grace, are influenced by that 
ſpirit who guideth into all truth; they believe 
with faith which is of his operation and which 
is always accompanied by two ſtrong ſcriptural 
evidences, ſuch as working by love, and purifying 
the heart. 
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2. This church as a body collective, are 
called upon to acknowledge or ſet up the ſtone 
of help, or remembrance of God's deliverance 
ſaying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped. So it 
it was with Iſrael in the paſſover, ſalvation from 
Egypt, and happy eſcape from the deſtructive 
plot of the proud Haman. Did they record? 
ſo let us. When we conſider the attempts of 
heathen perſecutors, as Diocleſian, to extirpate 
the word of God; the rage of Nero, Julian, 
and other deteſtable characters, to baniſh the 
chriſtian religion from the world, and to aboliſh 
the name of Chrift, by deſtroying chriſtian pro- 
profeſſors. When we conſider how the chriſ- 
tian religion has been darkened, by counſels 
without knowledge; by conclaves of Cardi- 
dinals, Popes, and Heretics in all ages, and 
yet it hath been preſerved, and ſhines re- 
ſplendent to this day. When the church col- 
le&ively, or the body of real believers of dif- 
ferent denominations, who hold the truth as it 
is in Jeſus, and who own him as their Lord and 
Saviour, conſider theſe things they are called 
upon to acknowledge the Lord's hand ia all, 
and to ſay, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 


— that your the mighty ones of the world ; 
againſt 


J 
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. 
againſt Rome pagan and papal. ended; 
applicable : 

3. To believers individually, and they are 
called upon to praiſe the Lord for his ſignal 
mercies, peculiar promiſes, and- great dene 
extended unto them perſonally, 

1. For juſtification in and by Chriſt, from 
all the demands of law and juſtice; for eternal 
ſalvation, and full remiſſion of fin, redemption 
by the blood of the Saviour, and all by the 
riches of divine grace. 

2. In being called and ſanctified by the 


Holy Ghoſt, and by him led into the truth as 


it is in Jeſus, ſo as to be made free from the 
bondage of legality and carnality, and as thus 
made free ; to have the honour of being ſervants 
of the moſt high; to have their fruit unto 
holineſs and their end everlaſting life, 

3- Not only to praiſe the Lord's goodneſs 
in their juſtification, voeation, and ſanctification 
in the belief of the truth, and as the effect of 
abundant mercy, everlaſting covenant, love and 
rich grace, but becauſe he has pens to = 
for them in his— 

1. Wiſe Providence, by kind interpoſition 
in ſeaſons of calamity, affliction, and pain. 

2. In delivering them from ſtrong tempta- 

tions 


1 
tions and trials, as the prophet (expreſſes) when 


8 enemy hath come in as a flood; the ſpirit of 
the Lord hath lifted up a ſtandard againſt him. 
Thus believers individually, have to ſet up their 
Eben-Ezer, for manifold bleſſings, providential 
and ſpiritual ; and thus to anticipate the eternal 
deliverance and victory, through the Captain of 

their ſalvation, Let your Eben-Ezer be ſet up 
by praiſing God in heart, lip and life; by holy 
action and pions ſubmiſſion; and thus learn to 
truſt the Lord future ſeaſons of difficulty. 

III, Let us notice the text as applicable to 
the Briti/h nation, in her deliverance from popery. 

On another occafion the King's recovery and 
preceding fifth of November, we entered largely 
upon God's manifold and merciful Providence 
towards Britain, in many particulars. We ſhall 
now glance at three diſtinct periods of time. 

1. In deliverance from the Spaniſh Armada, 
1588, How viſible the interpoſition of divine 
Providence, in this glorious event z when that 
formidable fleet was deſtroyed by various cir- 
cumſtances, that evinced the Lord of Hoſts 
was fighting the battles of Britain, in ſending 
her enemies back with ſhame and confuſion of 
face. If 
2. The Gunpowder Plot was another ſignal 
| appearance 
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appearance of the eternal God for the Britiſh 
nation, Nov, 5, 1605. When the plot was {6 
ſecret and artful, by refined villany and popiſh 
ſubrilty, that nothing but an overruling Pro- 
vidence could fruſtrate the infernal ſyſtem but 
the Lord knows how to bring the counſel of 
his enemies to nought, ſo as 'to make their de- 
vices of none effeE:, Hitherto the Lord helped. 

3. So our deliverance from the deſpotic 
popiſh principles of James the Second, by the 
arrival of William the "Third, November the 
4th, 1688, which accompliſhed the glorious re- 
volution. Which ſignal event proved, that the 
nation had a right, and exerciſed it accordingly, 
of diſmiffing one King, when he was not faitb- 
ful to his ſubjects, and the free inherent right to 
chuſe another. This choice they manifeſted, 
and Britiſh poſterity approve the fact and rejoice 
in the event; they have, do, and will rejoice. 
Very juſtly has it been called the glorious re- 
volution, both for its principles and their 
effects. The late proclamation has ſet its ſeal 
to this epithet. William had no right to the 
Britiſh throne ; but as the people by their re- 
preſentatives gave that title, which proves that 
every nation has a right to ſettle its own internal 
and external government, and thoſe err who 
| afſert 
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afletr the contrary, It ſhews to us that the 
Engliſh conſtitution is excellent in its theory, 
but if its practical part be relaxed, its glory 
muſt fade; for if one branch of the conſtitutions 
has an illegal influence over the other, the whole 
is out of frame; and by a reform,“ muſt be re- 
placed, or painful muſt be the conſequent. In 
conſidering theſe great events, we are called to 
ſet up our Britiſh Eben Ezer and ſay, Hitherto 
the Lord hath helped us, 

IV. We ſhall now briefly review the riſe of 
Popery, her reign, charafter, decline and end. 
1. Her riſe; we ſhall not dwell on the dif- 
ferent means uſed by the Biſhops of Rome to 
crown their ambition, for the ſix firſt centuries ; 
our limits will not permit us to be copious 
but to compreſs an entenſive ſubject in as ſmall 
a compaſs as poſſible. It will ſuffice to obſerve, 
that after great ſtrides at univerſal headſhip, 
over the chriſtian church, Biſhop Boniface the 
Third, by flattering Phocas, the Emperor 
of Conſtantinople, one of the vileſt murderers, 
and one of the moſt inhuman wicked wretches 
(ſo ſays a great expoſitor) that ever breathed ; 
procured himſelf the title of Univerſal Biſbop, in 
the year 606. 


®* A reform but no revolution. 
2. Her 
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2. Her reign, was to be 1260 years, a os 
for a year, according to the prophetic. reckon- 
ing, Rev. xi. 2, During this period, her Popes 
have exerciſed clerical power, or eccleſiaſtical 
juriſdiction. And in 756 they graſped at civil 
authority. They became Princes of [tafy, Lords. 
of three ſovereign cities, the exarchate of Ra- 
venna, and the region of Pentapolis. They 
gradually proceeded to claim a ſupreme au- 
thority over all the Kings and Emperors in 
Chriſtendom, Depoſing the Emperors of Ger- 
many, Kings of France, England, &c, at 
pleaſure ; and abſolving their ſubjects from their 
allegiance. They pretended to diſpoſe of coun- 
tries in Afia, Africa and America to the Por- 
tugueſe and Spaniards, who conquered them, 
Thus ſays Brown in his dictionary, they claimed 
univerſal power to diſpenſe gifts, and with them 
abominations, So ſays Robertſon in his hiſtory 
of America, 

3. Her character, or properties are largely 
pointed out in the divine word; ſometimes in 
the maſculine and feminine gender. As the 
man of ſin— the ſon of perdition —oppoſer of 
God, whoſe coming is with all power, after the 
working of Satan, with all deceivableneſs, or 
all manner of deceptions in magic, falſe mira» _ 

cles 
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cles and lying wonders. 2. Theſſ. ii. 4 to g. 
The Popes aſſumed a power over magiſtrates, 
miniſters, angels good and bad; a power in 
heaven and hell, to ſave or puniſh, ſuperior to 
whatever had been aſcribed to heathen Gods · 
They ſet themſelves in oppoſition to Chriſt in 
his mediatorial offices; and pretended a power 
equal, if not ſuperior to the Moſt High, in diſ. 
poling of his worſhip to other objects, diſ- 
penſing with his laws, nullifying his ordinanees 
at pleaſure ; and fitting in his church, aſſumed 
titles, and exerciſed authority to confer gifts, 
indulgences, and pardons, as if they were God 
himſelf. They pretended to ſell pardons to un- 
born generations. The whole of her ways have 
been a myſtery of iniquity, a ſcene of blood, 
maſſacres, and impoſitions, with deceptions of 
the moſt horrid caſt, While prohibiting mar- 
Triage, bonorable, and lawful in itſelf, they com. 
mitted the moſt deteſtable crimes, and ſanctioned 
thoſe who delighted in abominations, as murder, 
adultery, treaſons, perjuty, and ſodomy, Her 
character is given Rev. xvii. 3. Myſtery, what 
a myſtery is the maſs, Babylon for the literal 
one was a type of Rome the myſtical Babylon; 
in a proud head, extenfive dominion, ambition» 
enmity to God's people, for Babylon trampled 

upon 
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upon Judea. Even ſo the papal power hath in · 
vaded the city of the living God, or, true 
goſpel church, in taking away her ſacred rights, 
laws, and privileges, Rev, xi, 2, The Chaldean 
Babylon, had her images of gold, filver, braſs, 
ſtone, and wood, to which they bowed down 
and worſhipped ; ſo hath Rome papal. The 
one had vat power, pomp, wickedneſs, pride, 
riches, ind covetouſneſs. So has the other. 
They both have made the ways of Zion mourn. 
She is ſtyled the tber of harlots, or fornications. 
For this apoſtate church, hath been the ſeat or 
centre of corporeal, mental, and ſpiritual adul- 
tery, in drawing people into fin, and unclean- 
neſs, from the ways of God and truth Her 
golden cup (verſe the 4th) is ſaid to be full of 
abominations and fornications : which denotes 
her whole ſyſtem of errors, idolatries, and ſuper- 
ſtitions, varniſhed over with bold pretences to 
miracles, pardons, and indulgences. Ir is eaſy 
to ſee her formed by the moſt vile crimes and 
errors, invented and carried on in the molt 
deep, ſecret, and unſearchable ways; and that 
amidſt the higheſt pretences of being the ca- 

tholic and only church of Chriſt. 
4. Let us conſider briefly her decline and 
end. May it haſten according to the prayer of 
eminent 
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eminent pious men, in ages paſt ; and agreeable 
to the prediction of him, whoſe counſel mult ſtand 
till all his pleaſure is done, Thoſe who have 
much time may find great pleaſure, in Biſhop 
Newton, on the prophecies ; we can only give 
the outline of an extenſive ſubject. 

1, Her decline, has been from the time of 
that great morning ſtar of the reformation John 
Wickliff, in England—Martin Luther, ia Ger- 
many—John Knox, in Scotland—John Calvin, 
in France or Geneva, for he was a native of the 
firſt and a reſident in the laſt. Without per- 
plexing you with dates, it is ſufficient to obſerve, 


it has been on the decline four hundred years. 


The Waldenſes and others in the valleys of 
Piedmont, from the twelfth to the fifteenth 


century laid the baſis of the reformation, in a 


ſtrong oppoſition to Rome, They bore an 
honorable teſtimony for truth. 

2. Her power is declining more and more. 
She is weakened very conſiderably by the late 
revolution in France: one of her main pillars 
has given way, as her monarch was ſtyled by the 
courteſy of Europe (ſays Mr. Burke in his calm 
reflect ions) the eldeſt ſon of the church, and 
moſt chriſtian majeſty. This ſeems to be ful- 
filing, Kev. xvii, 16. where it ſaid, that the 

| kingdoms 
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6. 
kingdoms that had been devoted to the ſervice 
of Rome, ſhould hate her, make her deſolate, 
eat her fleſh, and burn her with fire z that is, 
abhor her principles, doctrines, and prieſtcraft, 
Withdraw their allegiance, quit her commu- 
nions, ſtrip her of her purple, ſcarlet, and 
gold ; or ceaſe to give their power and ſtrength to 
| her, Deprive her of potver and authority, civil and 
eccleſiaſtical, In taking away her patrimony, 
and making ſure of that, on which ſhe hath 
fed, as biſhopricks and other benefices (ſays the 
learned Dr. Gill) ſuch as lands, endowmetits, 


belonging to abbies, monaſteries, and other re- 
ligious houſes. Irreligious men may without 


any deſign in them, honor God, and be in- 
ſtruments to fulfil his purpoſe, Such were 
Cyrus King of Perſia; Nebuchadnezzer the 
Chaldean monarch ; Henry the VIIIth of Eng- 
land ; and other proofs might be brought to 
evince, how the Supreme Being as God of 
divine Providence, will work where, when, how, 
and by whom, he pleaſeth, and giveth none an 
account of his ways. Infidels that a& with 
liniſter views, only ſacrifice to their own net; 
while others from nobler motives, act, pro bono 
publico, from genuine patriotic principles ; 
Providence either ways overules all for good to 
B nations 


. 
nations at large, and leſſer ſtates in particular. 

The French Revolution then, I think, is 
one of the great events in Providence, which 
tends to the total downfall of Rome. o | 

3. In God's appointed time all the nations 
under Rome, or in ſubjection to her eccle- 
fiaſtical authority, ſhall withdraw their ſupport 
from the papal ſtate: and by wars, ſtatutes, or 
decrees, and the like, ſhall concur to deſtroy it. 
Then all the ſuperſtition and idolatry of Rome, 
ſhall have an end, 

If we duly conſider Rev. xi. 2, 12; vi. 143 
Xiii, 5, the duration of Rome, or her apoſtacy, 


»The Revolution was founded in neceſſity ; for wretched 
and deſpotic was their former government : their Letters 
de Cachet and the Baftile were folemn proofs of it. It 
was, and is carried on with public vigeur, for it was by 
and with the uni verſal voice of France, not of a party, 
bot the ſenſe of the nation at large. A nation in arms not 
for a faction, but freedom. Theſe oppoſed the combined 
armies ; theſe cut off their convoys, and flockt in thouſands 
to repel them. It moſt nib with Sability, triumph, and 
order. We moſt diſtinguiſh betwixt the nation at large 
and certain fiery bloody characters, who cauſed the maſſe 
cres in Paris, The ſpirit of the nation, is a noble ſtand 
for freedom; but the other claſs, is private and malignant, 
The friends of the Revolution, abbor the one, as they 
admire the ether. This diſtinction ought io be made; but 

ome men, friend; of de/potiſm, will not diſcfiminate. 
was 
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was to be 1260 years to her total diſſolution, that 
is from her riſe 606. Therefore her end may 
be expected about the year 1866; or ſomewhat 
later, according to ſome who take their date 
from the time when the Pope became a tem- 
poral prince. But I humbly apprehend, the 
reckoning ſhould be from the time of his firſt - 
uſurpation in 606, 

Dr. Gill, on Rev. xi. 2, ſays the forty and 
two months, muſt be underſtood propbetically 
ſo many months of years; and a month with 


the Chaldeans conſiſting of 30 days, and a year 


360 daysz and John after him, forty-two 
months, reckoning a day for a year, after the 
prophetic ſtile make 1260 years. Which is the 
exact time, of the witneſſes prophecying in ſack- 
cloth z of the churches being hid, and nouriſhed 
in the wilderneſs; and of the beaſts reign, and 
ſo of the holy city being trod under foot. Now 
this date is not to be reckoned, from the outer 
court being given to the Gentiles [or paganized 
Chriſtians who introduced into God's worſhip 
heatheniſm] but from the firſt of Antichriſt's 
reign, when the Pope was declared univerſal 
Biſhop. 
4 The end of papal Rome will be total er- 

lirpalion. 
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1. This will be by revolutions in ſtates, 
ſhaking off the papal yoke by ſome gradually, 
and in others violently. By publiſhing the 
divine word or ſacred writings, in the native 
language of nations, as in England, which was 
the great mean of reformation, the abolition of 
popery, and ſtability in the truth to tens of 
thouſands. | | 

2. By the preaching of the goſpel, 2. Theſ. 
ji, 8, whom the Lord ſhall conſume (that is 
Rome or the man of ſin) with the ſpirit of his 
mouth, and deſtroy with the' brightneſs of his 
coming, The Lord will ſtir up the hearts of 
many to preach, bear, and embrace the goſpel; 
and this in a ſpiritual way to multitudes. 

3. By terrible judgments to others. How 
much ſhe hath glorified herſelf and lived deli- 
ciouſly, ſo much torment her, Rev. xviii. 8, 103 
therefore ſhall her plagues come in one day, 
death, mourning, and famine ; ſhe ſhall utterly 
be burned with fire; utterly deſtroyed. For 
ſtrong is the Lord God, who judgeth her. Rome 
has been very near being burnt in times paſt, 
by Alaricus the Goth, Attila the Hun, Gen- 


ſerie the Vandal, by Totilas, and in latter times 
by Charles the Fifth. This burning, ſays Dr. 
_ Gill, on Rev. xvii, 16, is to be literally under- 


ſtood, 


| 
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ſtood, of burning the city of Rome, either by 
fire from heaven, as Sodom and Gomorrha 
were z or by fire breaking out of the earth. 
As the learned writer above cited ſays, it being 
very manifeſt, that there are volcanos, or burn- 
ing mountains, and ſubterraneous fires, in 
thoſe parts, which ſeem to be ſa many prepara- 
tions, in nature, for burning that city ; or by 
thoſe Kings who have withdrawn from her yoke ; 
and it may be by all theſe ways.“ 

5. Let us view the conſequent, which is, that 
the kingdoms of this world, ſhall become the 
kingdams of our God and of his Chriſt, 7 

1, The goſpel ſhall be preached to all na- 
tions; and a general harveſt of immortal ſouls, 
ſhall be gathered to Chriſt the divine Shiloh; 
for to him ſhall be the gathering of the people. 
The knowledge of the Lord ſhall cover the 
earth, as the waters cover the chaanels of the 
mighty deep. J. xi. 9. 

2. Then ſhall the Jews be brought in, with 
the fulneſs of the Gentiles. They ſhall acknow- 
ledge Chriſt, as the great ſhepherd of the church, 
even of Iſrael his people. Peace ſhall univer- 
ſally prevail ; by the goſpel of peace, and the 
power of the boly Ghoſt." Chrift ſball reign glo- 


* Vide Gill in loc, 


riouſy. 
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riouſly. There is certainty in all this, for God 
hath purpoſed, and promiſed it. Prophecies 
reveal it; and his power, ſpirit, and grace will 
effect it. Then ſhall come to paſs what is 
written, Babylon is fallen ! Babylon is fallen! 
even Babylon the great; the mother of harlots } 
Rev. xviii. 2, 3. Holineſs ſhall be more pre- 
valent, in thoſe happy days, then infidelity and 
fin now. 

3. The continnance of this ſpiritual reign of 
Chrift upon the earth, will be about one thowſand 
years, Rev. xx. 1, 3, ſays the Apoſtle John, I 
ſaw an angel come down from heaven,” and he 
bound the old dragon, that old ferpent, which 

is the Devil, or Satan, for a thouſand years. 
T hat he ſhould deceive the nations, nos more, till 
the thouſand years ſhould be fulfiled ; and after 
that he muſt be looſed, a little ſeaſon. Thus 
after the great harveſt of ſouls, gathered to 
Chriſt; there will come a declenſion, never- 
theleſs, ſays the Redeemer, when the Son of 
Man cometh he ſhall find faith on the earth. 

4. After this cometh the reſurrection morn, 
and final day of judgement, When all the na- 
tions and tribes of men, that ever lived, ſhall 
be ſummoned, to his bar, or ſolemn tribunal, 


For we muſt all appear, at the judgement 
ſeat 
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feat of Chriſt, eath to anſwer for the deeds done 
in the body, The ſentence to the unregenerate 
and wicked, will be. Depart, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting burnings, or fire prepared for the 
Devil and his angels. But happy will be the 
rich benediction, delivered by the great judge. 
Then ſhall the King ſay to them on the right 
hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my father, inherit 
the kingdom, prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world. Matth. xxv. 34, 46. 2. 
Cor. v. 10. Much might be ſaid on the ſubjet 
now reviewed, by way of improvement, but we 
ſhall be very brief. 
1. We learn from what has been advanced, 
that believers ſhould ſearch the word of God: 
and look forwards in the believing expectation, 
of the ſacred and firm accompliſhment, of di- 
vine prophecies, precious promiſes, and glo. 
rious events; in the downfah of Antichriſt, the 
ſpread of truth, demolition of Satan's ſtrong 
holds of error, infidelity and fin. That Chriſt's 
kingdom muff come and his will be done on 
earth, as it is in heayen, That all the ends of 
the earth, ag; its inhabitants, ſhall ſee the ſal- 
vation of our God, Then nations ſhall learn 
war no more, but inſtead thereof, ſhall beat 
their ſwords into plough ſhares, and their ſpears 

n into 
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into pruning hooks, For the dominion of 
Chriſt ſhall be from ſea to ſea, from one end 
of the earth unto the other. I/. ix. 7. xi. ꝙ to 
16. Zech, ix, 10-179, The envy of Ephraim 
ſhall depart, and the adverſaries of Judah ſhall 
be cut off, Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah; and 
Judah ſhall not vex Ephraim. Wiſdom and 
a knowledge, ſhall be the ſtability of thoſe times. 
Iſaiah xxxiii, 6. 

2. Believers ſhould look back, on what is 
paſt, and praiſe God for divine mercies, in the 
revelation of divine truth in what refers to 
. Chriſt, divine promiſes, and ſacred prophecies. 
And for the accompliſhing many of the ſame 
in Chriſt's Advent, meritorious life, and ef. 
ficacious death, | 

Believers ſhould ſet up their Eben-Ezers, and 
ſay thus far, and hitherto, the Lord hath helped 
us. And as the glorious effect, praiſe his 
matchleſs name, who is the author, and finiſher 
of ſalvation, and Gf that faith, _ winch it is 
received and enjoyed. * 

3. Diligently obſerve then, Divine Provi- 
dence; he that ſtudies providenc, ſhall never 
want one to obſerve; Seek the Lord, for more 
faith to realize holy promiſes; and anticipate 
ſacred prophecies, as far-as warranted I the 
divine word, 

4. Evince 


2 

3. Evince, your ſudjection to Chriſt, by 

feeding upon evangelic doctrines, ig rich ex- 
perience, and conſolatory enjoyments. Evince 
grace by holy practice. Deny ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, by walking ſoberly, as it refers 
to yourſelves, gighteouſly and honeſtly, as it re- 
fers to your neighbours; and godly as to the 
Rare of your mind and conſcience, before the 
Lord. Thus praiſe the Moſt High, obey, and 
ſubmit to him in all things. So will you adorn 
the doarines of Gad your Saviour; and this 
for your own peace and his glory. 
5. For this purpoſe, go to him in holy prayer, 
for more grace: he giveth liberally, and up- 
| braideth not. He hath ſaid, aſk and it ſhall be 
given, ſeek and you ſhall find. 

6. Go forwards, in the entivipation, of end- 
leſs joy, in the realms of day : where you ſhall 
have a happy riddance of all the evil af fin, 
affliction, and pain; and the full poſſeſſion of 
all poſſible good. Where you ſhall join, with 
the ſpirits ot the juſt, made perfect, in the ge. 
neral aſſembly of the church of the firſt born 
with all the ran/omed tribes of believers, from 
all climes ; with the patriarchal, prophetic, and 
apoſtolic race: who died in faith, and who 
now ſtand in the preſence of Jeſus the Mediator, 
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and God the judge of all. May you be ſtrong 
in the Lord, and mighty in his grace; who is 


the only iſe God, and our Saviour; to whom be 


glory and honor, now 


and for ever, Amen and 
Amen. | 
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